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The role of cemeteries in cities?

Cemetery space as multifunctional (Woodthorpe, 2011), with growing
international research about its importance in cities beyond bodily
disposal (Evensen et al, 2017, Goh and Ching, 2020, Rae 2021)

* Spaces for recreation/reflection/leisure
* Spaces for nature
* Ecosystem services- cultural, regulatory and provisioning

But cemeteries are rarely considered in local planning documents:
*  38% of LAs had no policies for cemeteries

* 14% = green infrastructure

* 14% = green/open space

* 10% = suitable for the green belt

* 11% include a site allocated for a new/extended cemetery

* 5% have specific policy
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Cemeteries as greenspace

43.4% 45.1% 58.6%
Cemeteries 3.3% 4.3% 7.4%
Only 2.1% 2.2% 2.6%
cemeteries 1.18m 1.09m 1.39m

Cemeteries contribute around 4% of the total greenspace area
in English towns and cities.

* Important in areas of high-density housing, with higher
levels of flats, social rent, unemployment, numbers of

children and lower car ownership

* And areas with greater than average levels of ethnic

diversity
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Cemeteries as greenspace nationally
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Rural residents

Hard-pressed Living

Constrained City Dwellers

Suburbanites

Urbanites

Multicultural

Ethnicity Central

Cosmopolitans

Metropolitans

H >10ha within 1km

® >2ha within 300m

Cemetry of >0.5ha within 200m



Bristol sites

Surveyed 11 out of 19 which
met the ANGSt criteria using
National Greenspace Survey
tool

St Johns Churchyard

Blackhorse/Waters Road

Birdcage Walk

Shirehampton

Greenbank

St John’s burial ground

Henbury

Canford

South Bristol

Avon View

Arnos Vale
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Cemeteries in Bristol

Total domain score (maximum; weighting)

Access Recreation Amenities Naturs! Incivilities
Area (ha) facilities features Total Score
100
(11; 18%)  (25;16%)  (16;22%)  (16;20%)  (14; 24%) /
Arnos Vale
18.43 8 8 9 9 14 71.6
Cemetery
Wesleyan Burial
y 050 0 0 0 4 14 29.9
Ground
St John's Burial
0.54 6 5 2 8 12 51.5
Ground
Avon View
8.73 5 2 2 3 14 39.9
Cemetery
Birdcage walk 1.06 4 6 6 7 14 55.2
Greenbank
12.99 5 4 2 7 13 48.5
Cemetery
Canford Cemetery 11.71 6 6 6 8 14 60.7
Henbury Cemetery 0.58 3 3 5 3 13 39.9
Shirehampton
P 2.15 2 1 2 3 13 32.8
Cemetery
St. John's
0.57
Churchyard 6 4 3 7 14 53.1
South Bristol
11.00
Cemetery 2 3 5 5 13 42.7
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Cemeteries as greenspace?

Management for nature- space for tree planting
ambitions?

History, place attachment
Walking and cycling

°oVe o
trees
Pledge your support and help us
double tree canopy in Bristol by 2050.

sy AP0 By

The need to “find a balance between under and 2
over-management of common spaces that

enables multiple uses without placing valuable
assets at risk” (Swensen et al., 2016, p. 49).
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Conclusions/future research

* Public perception of acceptable use of cemetery space?

* Planning for new cemeteries- building in ecosystems services
by design

Opentothe public during the following times:

1 November to 31 March

Monday to Friday 9am — 4.30pm
1Apiitto31 October . i

Monday to Friday 9am — 7pm

Saturday, Sunday and Bank Holiga @l year round 1lam-4.30pm
3 y idays yeai )
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