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Social Symptoms of Identity Needs
Why We Have Failed to Solve Our Social Problems, And What to Do About It

by Mark Bracher
Social Symptoms of Identity Needs explains how our major social problems, including crime, 
violence, terrorism, war, substance abuse, and prejudice, are the result of efforts by their per-
petrators to maintain a secure identity, or sense of self.  It demonstrates, further, how our in-
effective and counterproductive responses to these problems—including the War on Drugs, 
the War on Crime, and the War on Terrorism—are themselves the result of the fact that we 
don’t really want to solve them, because they serve as means for us, the general public, to 
maintain our own identities. The book locates the root causes of these social problems and 
counterproductive responses in certain identity-damaging social and cultural phenomena 
that force identity to defend and maintain itself by socially harmful means.  It concludes by 
explaining social and cultural interventions that can prevent the social problems by prevent-
ing, repairing, or compensating for the identity problems that give rise to them.
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Researching Beneath the Surface
edited by Paul Hoggett and Simon Clarke

Since the 1990’s, partly due to the impact of feminism, the social sciences have begun to 
change. Traditional models of human rationality which opposed reason to passion are being 
challenged …The familiar split between ‘individual’ and ‘society’, psychology and sociology, 
is now recognized as unhelpful to the study of both. And as ways have been sought to over-
come such splits psychoanalysis has increasingly appeared in the breach. 
Drawing also on some aspects of discourse psychology, continental philosophy and anthro-
pological and neuro-scientifi c understandings of the emotions, ‘psycho-social studies’ has 
emerged as an embryonic new paradigm in the human sciences in the UK. Psycho-social 
studies uses psychoanalytic concepts and principles to illuminate core issues within the so-
cial sciences. Psycho-social studies is also informing the development of new methodologies 
in the social sciences including the use of free association and biographical interview meth-
ods, the application of infant observation methodologies to social observation, the develop-
ment of psychoanalytic ethnography/fi eldwork and attention to transference/countertrans-
ference dynamics in the research process.
This book examines some of these methodological developments and draws upon the experi-
ences of a group of researchers and doctoral students based around the Centre for Psycho-
Social Studies at the University of the West of England. From the Introduction
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Object Relations and Social Relations:
The Implications of the Relational Turn in Psychoanalysis

edited by Simon Clarke, Herbert Hahn
and Paul Hoggett

This book has two essential aims. First, to introduce some of the key assumptions behind 
relational psychoanalysis to an international audience and to outline the points where 
this approach counters, complements, or extends existing object relations’ (Kleinian and 
Independent) traditions. Second, to consider some of the implications of the relational turn 
for the application of psychoanalytic concepts and methods beyond the consulting room. The 
emergence of what has become known as “the relational turn” in psychoanalysis has interesting 
implications not just for clinical practice, but for other psychoanalytically informed practices, 
such as group relations, the human service professions, and social research. Relational forms 
of psychoanalysis have emerged primarily in the USA, and as a result their core concepts and 
methods are less well-known in other countries, including the UK.
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