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Abstract 

There is a clear link between the two policy processes of air quality management and transport planning. Five of the seven pollutants regulated by the Air Quality Regulations 2000 are emitted in substantial proportions from transport sources. Consequently, many of the solutions for improving air quality are likely to involve transport and traffic management measures. Until 1999, Transport Policies and Programmes were the mechanisms by which local authorities in the UK secured spending approval for all capital expenditure on transport infrastructure and maintenance in their area. The Integrated Transport White Paper in 1998 introduced a new longer-term system of Local Transport Plans which, among other objectives, are intended to link transport policy explicitly with other policy areas, including environmental policy. 

This paper considers the evolution of the local transport planning process and examines a sample of nine county scale areas with regard to the integration of air quality issues within the transport planning process over the last three years. It concludes that transport planning in the UK has made some headway towards the integration of environmental considerations into the planning process, including air quality considerations. There is, however, notable diversity between highways authorities in the degree to which air quality is considered. Air quality management operates to significantly shorter time-scale than transport planning. The differing time-scales of the two planning processes have hindered their integration as a consequence. 

