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Abstract 

The delivery of improved local air quality in the UK has emerged through the implementation of the Air Quality Strategy for England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland (DETR, 2000). Through a process of reviewing and assessing local air quality in both urban and rural localities, a clear picture has emerged in the context of required actions and new ways of working to achieve specific air quality objectives. The declaration of air quality management areas, where objectives are not predicted to be met, is a new regime of co-ordinated local action and collaborative working, which can only be effective with support across local authority departments and external stakeholders. This paper focuses on the potential effectiveness of the air quality management process as it unfolds in the UK, and considers the fundamental requirements of action plans to deliver the goal of clean air in the UK. 

