Air quality management: a temporal comparison of the extent of integration of local government departments. 
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Abstract 

Air quality management (AQM) is the process by which air quality concerns are being addressed in the UK. To be effective, the AQM process must involve a variety of professions, agencies and authorities. Within local government, environmental health departments have traditionally controlled pollution. Under this regime, however, the integration of transport planning policy, economic development policy and land-use and development policy is of paramount importance. Hence these policy areas and professionals will need to be an integral part of the process. 

As part of an ongoing project, results will be presented from a questionnaire survey undertaken in mid 1999. The survey included environmental health departments, transport planning, land use planning, economic development officers and Local Agenda 21 officers from 141 urban authorities. These results are directly comparable to a similar survey of the same authorities undertaken at the same time in 19981. It was concluded from the 1998 survey that internal communication and collaboration was more of a problem to the AQM process than regional collaboration. The progress of local authorities in the management of air quality will be discussed in the light of the latest questionnaire results. 

