Air quality management: stakeholder involvement in the local air quality management process. 
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Abstract 

Air quality management (AQM) is the process by which local authorities are implementing the aims of the Air Quality Strategy for England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. The focus of the Strategy is the establishment of health-based air quality objectives which local authorities are obligated to achieve by various target dates between 2003 to 2008. Development and implementation of solutions to air quality problems require action on the part of various professions, organisations and agencies. The potentially disparate policies of regulatory bodies are one of the most challenging aspects to the process. 

Communication and co-operation within and between local authorities has been examined in previous work and this paper investigates the involvement of outside agencies, and in particular the Environment Agency and local health authorities. The Environment Agency is responsible in England and Wales for regulating the most complex industrial processes which have the potential to cause substantial environmental harm. Health authorities are repositories of information about the health of the local population, and many have commissioned research whose outcomes are relevant to the AQM process. The paper will discuss the current involvement of local authorities and external agencies, and will consider best practice examples. 

