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Local Air Quality Management

Practices in the Second Round of Review and Assessment                 
Updating and Screening Assessment Phase Questionnaire - Scotland
Your Job Title: …………………………………………………………………………………………..         Department……………………………………………………………………………………………….
Local Authority Name: ………………………………………………………………………………….
Section I: Updating and Screening Assessment process

1- How did you find carrying out the process of Updating and Screening Assessment 
    compared to stage 1 in last round of Review and assessment? Please tick as appropriate 
    and use the comment space to explain
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- Easier
	-More difficult
	- The same
	- Do not know

	- Comments:……………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….


2- How did you find the timescale for submission of Updating and Screening Assessment 
    (USA) report? 
- Realistic                                               - Unrealistic 

- Comments:……………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
3- Is your authority proceeding to Detailed Assessment (DA)? 
- Yes                        
                                  - No            (move to question 8)    

4- What has prompted your Detailed Assessment? 
- Changes in pollutants emissions

- New monitoring or modelling 

- New air pollution sources

- Air pollution sources not previously identified

- Changes in the air quality objectives 
- Emission from neighboring authorities 

- Change in relevant public exposure

- Other (please state)……………………………………………………………………… 
5- Which air quality objective exceedence(s) has prompted your Detailed Assessment?

	- Nitrogen dioxide 1-hour mean
	- PM10 24-hour mean 

	- Nitrogen dioxide annual mean   
	- PM10 annual mean 

	- Other (please state)……………………………………………………………………………………


6- How has your authority identified these potential exceedences? 

	- Monitoring only
	- Monitoring and modelling 

	- Using emissions factors   
	- Other (please state)…………………………………..

	- Comments: …………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………


7- What was the main source of these potential exceedences?            

- Industrial                                                                    - Traffic

- Domestic                                                                    - Other

- Combination of sources

- Please state if other or combination of sources:………………………………….........................

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….                                                                 

8- Have you employed a consultant for your USA?

- Yes                        
                                  - No 
9- Do you intend to employ a consultant for the DA?

	- Yes
	- No 

	- Not sure   
	- Not applicable  


10- Do you envisage having to declare further or new Air Quality Management Areas 
      (AQMAs) after the DA? 

	- Yes
	- No 

	- Not sure   
	- Not applicable  

	- Comments: …………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………


11- Have the changes in the air quality objectives of the following pollutants affected your 
      USA process?

	
	Slight effects      Considerable effects      No effects       Not sure

	- Carbon monoxide
	

	- Benzene
	

	- PM10
	

	- Comments:……………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….


Section II: New guidance documents and support for Review and Assessment

1- To what extent do you feel that the new Policy Guidance (Scotland) document LAQM. 
     PG(S)(03) has in general satisfied your needs for information regarding the Review and 
     Assessment process? Please circle the appropriate number on a scale of 1-5 (1= very 
     satisfied, to 5= unsatisfied)
- Content




 1
2
3
4
5

- Style and approach 



 1
2
3
4
5

- Comments/Improvements:……………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
2- To what extent do you feel that the new Technical Guidance document LAQM. TG(03)  
     has in general satisfied your needs for information regarding the Review and  Assessment 
     process? Please circle the appropriate number on a scale of 1-5 (1= very satisfied, to 5= 
     unsatisfied)
- Content




 1
2
3
4
5

- Style and approach 



 1
2
3
4
5

- Comments/Improvements needed: …………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
3- How did you find the following two updated chapters in the Policy Guidance (Scotland) 
     LAQM. PG(03)? Please circle the appropriate number on a scale of 1-5 (1= very 
     satisfactory, 5= unsatisfactory).

- Air Quality and Transport


1
2
3
4
5

- Air Quality and Land Use Planning                 
 1
2
3
4
5

- Comments/Improvements needed: ………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
4- How did you find the Updating and Screening Assessment checklists in the Technical 
    Guidance LAQM.TG (03)?                                                                     

	- Clear and easy to follow
	- Overly prescriptive

	- Ambiguous
	- Sufficiently prescriptive

	- Comments………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….


5- In LAQM.TG (03). How do you rate the checklist’s approach for assessing each of the 
     following locations for Benzene, Nitrogen dioxide and PM10? Please circle the 
    appropriate number e.g. 1=very satisfactory, 5=unsatisfactory)    

Benzene

	- Very busy roads or junctions in built-up areas 
	      1             2             3             4             5          

	- Industrial sources
	      1             2             3             4             5          

	- Petrol stations
	      1             2             3             4             5          

	- Comments:……………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….


Nitrogen dioxide

	- Narrow congested streets with residential 
  properties close to kerb 
	      1             2             3             4             5          

	- Roads close to the objective during the first  
  round of review and assessment 
	      1             2             3             4             5          

	- Roads with high flow of buses and/or HGVs
	      1             2             3             4             5          

	- Junctions
	      1             2             3             4             5          

	- Airports
	      1             2             3             4             5          

	- Comments:……………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….


PM10
	- busy roads and junctions
	      1             2             3             4             5          

	- Roads close to the objective during the first  
  round of review and assessment 
	      1             2             3             4             5          

	- Roads with high flow of buses and/or HGVs
	      1             2             3             4             5          

	- Quarries and landfills
	      1             2             3             4             5          

	- Comments:……………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….


6- What do you anticipate being the reason for further update to the guidance 
   documents in the future? Please circle the appropriate number for each reason, e.g. 1=very  
   likely, 5=most unlikely)    

- Amendments to air quality regulations

1
2
3
4
5

- Changes to the basis of some 


1
2
3
4
5  
  assumption (e.g. emission factors)

- More scientific understanding


1
2
3
4
5

  of technical aspects of air pollution

- Outcomes of evaluation of each 

1
2
3
4
5

  Review and Assessment process

- New policy initiatives 



1
2
3
4
5

- Comments………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

7- Have you used the following Helpdesks for your Updating and Screening Assessment 
     work? please tick the appropriate box. If the answer is few times or frequently, how do 
     you rate their usefulness on a scale   from 1-5. Please insert number in the appropriate 
     box (e.g. 1=very useful, 5=useless)



                    
   Frequently
 Few Times
 Never
  Usefulness
- Review and Assessment Helpdesk

- Monitoring Helpdesk

- Emissions Helpdesk

- Modelling Helpdesk     

- Comments/ improvements:…………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

8- Have you used the following web-based LAQM tools for your Updating and Screening 
    Assessment work? please tick the appropriate box. If the answer is few times or  
    frequently, how do you rate their easiness on a scale from 1-5. Please insert number in 
   the appropriate  box (e.g. 1=very easy, 5=difficult)





           Frequently    Few Times
 Never      Easiness
- Background pollutant concentrations maps 

- DMRB (Jan 03 v1.01) spreadsheet

- NOx from NO2 calculator 

- Year adjustment factors spreadsheet

- Emission tools spreadsheet 

- Road traffic information spreadsheet 

- Comments/ improvements:…………………………………………………………………………..
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Section III: LAQM personnel   

1- Has your local authority recruited any additional Environmental Health professionals to 
    undertake air quality duties since the commencement of the second round of Review and 
   Assessment? 

- Yes                                                           - No        (move to question 3)  

- Do not know         (move to question 3)
2- What do you think was the reason?      

- Greater work load due to undertaking the second round of Review and Assessment

- Need for specialised professionals

- Some professionals left the authority  

- Existing professional on leave 

- Other, please state…………………………………………………………………………………….  

3- Have you been provided with any training on the AQM process since the commencement of the second round of Review and Assessment?       

 

  - Yes         (move to question 4)           
              - No        (move to question 5)

4- Which type of training have you undertaken?      

	-AQM Resource Centre workshops and seminars
	- IAPSC seminars

	-Training from monitoring or modelling supplier
	- NETCEN / CIEH seminars

	-NSCA workshops and seminars
	

	- Other, please state…………………………………………………………………………………….


5- What do you think are the limitations of the AQM training?  

	- Timing
	- Cost

	- Work load
	- Inadequate advertising from the organisers 


- Other (please state)……………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Section IV: Monitoring and modelling of air pollutants  

1- For each air pollutant listed below; please indicate the NUMBER of real-time and 
      passive monitoring devices used in your local authority area during Updating and 
     Screening Assessment (Please indicate AURN sites where applicable)

    Real-time

       Passive

Benzene 


…………

       …………

1,3 Butadiene 


…………

       …………


Carbon monoxide

…………

       …………



Lead 



…………

       …………

Nitrogen dioxide

…………

       …………

Particles (PM10)


…………

       …………

Sulphur dioxide  

…………

       …………
2- What changes (if any) do you expect with the number of monitoring devices in the future? 

	- Increase
	- Decrease

	- Stay the same
	- Not sure


3- Who has conducted the monitoring?

	- Your local authority
	- Consultant

	- Other local authority
	- AURN site


4- Which type of air pollution models have you used in your USA?

	- Screening Models (e.g. Nomograms, DMRB, ADMS-Screen)

	- Intermediate Models (e.g. ISC-Screen, AEOLIUS) 

	- Advanced Models (e.g. ADMS urban, AERMOD, AAQUIRE)

	- Please state the models used………………………………………………………………………


 5- Who has conducted the modelling?



             Your Local Authority              Other Local authority             Consultant 

- Screening Models

- Intermediate Models

- Advanced Models

Section V: Air quality management practices (within the local authority) 

1- Is there a formal group in your local authority specifically established to address air quality 
    issues?

	- Yes
	- No (move to question 7 )

	- Informal group discussions 

  between officers (move to question 7 )
	- Not sure (move to question 7 )


2-  When was the group first assembled?

- With the beginning of the first round of Review and Assessment

- With the beginning of the second round of Review and Assessment 

- Before the beginning of the LAQM process
- Other (please state)………………………………………………………………………………...
3- How frequently does the group meet?  

	- Monthly
	- Quarterly 

	- Annually  
	- Other, please state………………………………


4- Which of the following functions (or equivalent) are represented on the group?  

	- Local Planning Officer
	- Chief Executive

	- Econonmic Development Officer
	- Local Agenda 21 Officer

	- Environmental Health/Protection Officer 
	- Elected Members 

	- Transport Planner
	- Scientific Services Representative 

	- Energy Officers
	- Traffic Management Officer 

	- Other (please state)………………………………………………………………………………


5- What are the issues addressed by this group?

	- Review and Assessment work
	- Action planning

	- Technical aspects (monitoring, modelling, 
  emissions inventories)
	- Wider air quality issues

	- Other (please state)………………………………………………………………………..


6- What changes (if any) have occurred to this group since the end of the first round of 
     Review and Assessment?

	- Reformed
	- Disbanded 

	- Become more effective 
	- Became less effective 

	- No changes 
	- I don’t know


7- How frequently do you inform other departments in your local authority of progress in air 
    quality activities?

	- Monthly
	- Quarterly  

	- Annually  
	- Upon their request 

	- Other (please state) ……………………………………………………………………


8- How do you inform colleagues in other departments of your authority of your air quality 
    activities?

	- An air quality report
	- Air quality web site 

	- Meetings and seminars   
	- Personal communication 

	- Other (please state) ……………………………………………………………………


Section VI: Collaboration with other authorities and external agencies

1- Does your local authority participate in any regional air quality groups with neighbouring 
    local authorities or other organisations? If so, what are the names of these groups?

- Group (1)………………………………………………………………………………………………..

- Group (2)………………………………………………………………………………………………..

- Group (3)………………………………………………………………………………………………..                   - Not sure (move to question 5)                                                                               

- No (move to question 5)

2- For each group in question 1, when was this group first assembled?

                                                                                                    Group(1)   Group(2)   Group(3)                     

- At the beginning of the first round of review and Assessment

- At the beginning of the second round of review and Assessment 

- Before the beginning of the LAQM process

- Other (please state)                    Group (1)………………………..

                                                      Group (2) ……………………….

                                                      Group (3)………………………..
3- Which of the following functions (or equivalent) or organisations are involved in these  
     groups? 

	                                                                      Group (1)           Group (2)          Group (3)

	- Local Planning Officer

	- Econonmic Development Officer

	- Environmental Health/Protection Officer 

	- Transport Planner

	- Energy Officers

	- Environment Agency

	- Health Authority

	- Pressure Group

	- Members of public

	- Local Agenda 21 Officer

	- Elected Members 

	- Scientific Services Representative 

	- Traffic Management Officer 

	- Highways Agency

	- Higher Education Institution 

	- Business/Industry 

	- Other (please state)                    Group (1)……………………………………………….
                                                      Group (2) ………………………………………………
                                                      Group (3)………………………………………………


4- What are the main issues addressed by these groups?

	- Review and Assessment work
	- Action planning

	- Technical aspects (monitoring, modelling, 
  emissions inventories)
	- All air quality issues

	- Other (please state)………………………………………………………………………..


5- How frequently do you inform neighbouring authorities, and external organisations of your 
    authority’s air quality activities?

	- Monthly
	- Quarterly  

	- Annually  
	- Upon their request 

	- Other (please state) ……………………………………………………………………


6- How do you inform neighbouring authorities and external agencies of your authority’s air 
     quality activities?

	- An air quality report
	- Local authority’s web site 

	- Meetings and seminars   
	- Personal communication 

	- Other (please state) ……………………………………………………………………


Section VII: Consultation on USA

1- Which of the following mechanisms has your authority used to consult the statutory    
    consultees on your USA?   

	- Written communications  
	- Meetings 

	- Internet site    
	- Questionnaires 

	- Other (please state) ……………………………………………………………………


2- Has your local authority consulted the public on your USA?   

- Yes                        
                  - No


3- Which of the following mechanisms how has your authority used to consult the public on your USA?   

	- Written communications  
	- Public meetings 

	- Leaflets
	-TV and radio bulletins  

	- Internet site    
	- Questionnaires 

	- Not applicable 
	- Other (please state) ………………………….


Thank you for your assistance in completing this questionnaire. Could you please leave your contact details for any further correspondence:

Contact Name:    …………………………………………………………………………

Address:         ……………………………………………………………………………

                       …………………………………………………………………………….

Telephone:     ………………………………  E-mail:…………………………………..

If you would like to be sent a summary of the findings, please tick the box

If you wish to discuss the research project, or have any queries regarding the questionnaire, please do not hesitate to contact me:

Sherif Hassan

Air Quality Management Resource Centre 

Faculty of Applied Sciences

University of the West of England

Frenchay Campus

Coldharbour lane 

Bristol, BS16 1QY

E-mail: Sherif2.Hassan@uwe.ac.uk
Phone: 0117 344 3013

Fax    : 0117 344 3360
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